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Abstract: Pronunciation is a vital component of language acquisition, significantly influencing communication
effectiveness. Hence, this study employing an experimental research design, investigated the effectiveness of
iSpeak Material in enhancing English pronunciation among Grade 4 learners at Kalawag Central School during
the academic year 2023-2024. It was emphasized how essential it is to correlate instructional materials to learners'
cognitive and language skills specifically pronunciation in order to make sure that they are both engaging and
easily accessible. The research similarly assessed the materials' acceptability and their impact on learners'
pronunciation through pre-test and post-test evaluations. Findings revealed substantial improvements in the
articulation of both vowels and consonants, underscoring the effectiveness of iSpeak Materials in fostering better
pronunciation skills. Results suggested that targeted instructional materials may enhance oral language
competencies and overall academic performance among learners. This research contributed to the existing
literature by providing insights into the development and application of supplementary materials for
pronunciation, thereby addressing ongoing challenges in language education and offering practical
recommendations for educators.
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INTRODUCTION

Pronunciation is one of the integral components in learning and understanding a language,
especially in learning English as a second language. It is as essential as the four modes of
communication such as reading, listening, speaking, and writing. Good pronunciation ensures
clarity and comprehension between the speaker and the listener. However, if not properly
taught and practiced, learners tend to conform their pronunciation to the features of their mother
tongue, affecting speech sounds, rhythm, intonation, and word stress patterns. This can lead to
miscommunication and hinder language acquisition. Addressing these pronunciation
challenges through effective teaching strategies and instructional materials is crucial in
developing learners' oral communication skills.

Globally, pronunciation remains a major challenge for English language learners,
impacting their communicative competence and confidence. Studies indicate that poor
pronunciation often leads to misunderstandings and negative perceptions in cross-cultural
communication (Derwing & Munro, 2015). Furthermore, research by Gilakjani (2016)
highlighted that learners struggle with pronunciation despite their educational background, as
pronunciation difficulties are not solely attributed to intelligence but also to exposure and
practice. Saito (2017) argued that pronunciation challenges are largely cognitive, involving
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learners' ability to categorize and conceptualize new sounds, which makes acquiring native-
like pronunciation particularly difficult.

In the Philippines, English is widely used in education, business, and government, yet
many Filipino students continue to struggle with pronunciation due to the influence of their
native languages. Yang (2019) noted that pronunciation difficulties often result in low speaking
proficiency among students, affecting their ability to articulate ideas effectively. Additionally,
the Department of Education (2022) emphasized that while English is a key subject in the
curriculum, there is a greater focus on reading and writing rather than oral communication.
Faith (2022) pointed out that oral language skills contribute significantly to reading
achievement, yet many schools prioritize literacy skills over pronunciation instruction, leading
to gaps in students’ speaking abilities.

At the local level, research on pronunciation instruction in elementary schools remains
scarce. Most studies focus on the relationship between speaking, listening, and self-efficacy
(Demir, 2017), oral proficiency of teachers and students (Budiharso, 2019), and various
teaching strategies such as storytelling and role-playing to improve communication skills
(Sembiring, 2019). However, there is limited research on how instructional materials
specifically enhance pronunciation skills among young learners (Rodriguez, 2017). Despite the
evident need for pronunciation-focused resources, few initiatives have been implemented to
address this gap in local schools.

This research seeks to address the gap in pronunciation instruction by evaluating the
effectiveness of iSpeak Materials in improving pupils’ pronunciation. While previous studies
have explored various aspects of speaking proficiency, limited research has been conducted on
using supplementary materials such as workbooks or structured exercises to enhance
pronunciation (Seraj, 2021; Arango, 2015). Furthermore, studies focusing on oral language
development in elementary schools, particularly in Grade 4, remain scarce (Sahril, 2018;
Department of Education and Training, 2022). This study aims to contribute to the growing
body of literature by investigating the role of instructional materials in fostering pronunciation
skills.

Therefore, this study focuses on exploring how iSpeak Materials may enhance learners’
pronunciation and oral communication skills. The lack of pronunciation-focused worksheets
and instructional resources in the researcher's academic institution highlights the necessity of
this study. By examining the effectiveness of iSpeak Materials, this research aims to provide
valuable insights into improving pronunciation instruction and addressing the existing gaps in
English language education.

Statement of the problem
This study determined the effects of iSpeak Material on pupils’ pronunciation in English.
Further, it sought to answer the following research questions:

1. What is the level of acceptability of iSpeak Material in terms of the following: (a)
content; (b) mechanics; (c) organization; and (d) overall package?

2. What is the level of learners’ pronunciation under control group and experimental
group during pre-test and post-test in terms of: (a) vowels; and (b) consonant sounds?

3. Is there a significant difference in learners’ pronunciation between control and
experimental groups in pre-test and post-test in terms of: (a) vowels; and (b) consonants?

4. Is there significant difference between mean gain scores of the control group and
experimental group?

METHODOLOGY
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Research design
This study used the true experimental pretest and posttest control group research design to
determine the effects of iSpeak Material on pupils’ pronunciation in English.

Respondents and locale of the study

This study was conducted at Kalawag Central School located in Barangay Kalawag 1, Isulan,
Sultan Kudarat from January to May 2024 with 60 respondents. Random sampling through
lottery method was employed.

Research instrument
The iSpeak Material was developed by the researcher and was validated using an evaluation
sheet by three experts: one English teacher and two Master's Graduates specializing in English.

Data analyses procedure

The researcher employed different statistical tools in order to answer the level of acceptability
of the iSpeak Material. Mean and standard deviation were used to enumerate the level of
learners’ pronunciation under the experimental and control groups. During the pre-test and
post-test, the mean was utilized. The mean gain score was used to determine learners’
pronunciation. A t-test was conducted to determine the significant difference in learners’
pronunciation between the control and experimental groups.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

The study revealed that in terms of the first specific objective, the iSpeak Material was rated
as Very Acceptable across various dimensions, including content, mechanics, organization, and
overall package. The panel of experts, consisting of English teachers and language specialists,
highlighted the material's comprehensive nature and its alignment with developmental levels
of the learners. This positive evaluation indicates that the material is well-suited for its intended
educational purpose.

For the second specific objective, the results showed significant improvements in
learners' pronunciation of both vowels and consonants. The experimental group, which utilized
the iSpeak Material, demonstrated a higher mean score in the posttest compared to the control
group, indicating a marked enhancement in their pronunciation abilities. This suggests that the
intervention effectively supported learners in mastering these phonetic elements.

Regarding the third specific objective, the analysis indicated a significant difference in
the pronunciation performance between the control and experimental groups in both pretests
and posttests. The experimental group exhibited notable gains in their pronunciation skills,
particularly in vowel sounds, demonstrating that the iSpeak Material had a substantial impact
on their learning outcomes.

Finally, for the fourth specific objective, the findings confirmed that the iSpeak Material
provided a cohesive and engaging learning experience. The assessment of the overall aesthetic
and visual design was rated positively, contributing to the material's effectiveness in enhancing
learners’ pronunciation skills. The results underscore the importance of well-designed
instructional resources in facilitating language acquisition and improving speaking proficiency
among learners.

The overall analysis of the iSpeak material indicated that it is a well-designed and
comprehensive instructional resource that can effectively support the improvement of learners'
pronunciation skills. The material was assessed by a panel of experts, comprising English
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teachers and language specialists, and was found to be highly acceptable across various criteria,
including content, organization, and overall package.

While the material was generally well-received, the survey results also identified a few
areas for potential improvement, such as providing more personalized support for learners at
varying proficiency levels and refining certain activities to enhance engagement and
accessibility. By addressing these minor areas, the iSpeak material can be further optimized to
meet the diverse needs of language learners and continue to be an invaluable resource for
improving pronunciation skills.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the findings of the study, several conclusions can be drawn. This study has
significantly advanced our understanding of the role of specialized instructional materials,
specifically the iSpeak Material, in enhancing learners' pronunciation skills in English. One of
the most notable insights is the realization that effective pronunciation instruction extends
beyond mere repetition and practice; it necessitates a comprehensive approach that integrates
interactive and engaging elements tailored to the learners' developmental levels. The findings
underscore the importance of aligning instructional materials with the cognitive and linguistic
needs of students, ensuring that they are not only accessible but also stimulating.

The innovations introduced through the iSpeak Material serve as a practical framework
for educators seeking to enhance speaking proficiency among younger learners. By
incorporating multimedia elements and structured activities, the material fosters an engaging
learning environment that encourages active participation. This approach not only aids in the
retention of phonetic accuracy but also cultivates confidence in students as they navigate the
complexities of spoken language. The reflective practice embedded in the research process has
highlighted the necessity for ongoing professional development for teachers, equipping them
with the skills to effectively utilize such resources.

Generalizing from the results, it is evident that targeted interventions can yield substantial
improvements in specific language skills, particularly in pronunciation. The study reaffirms the
idea that pronunciation is a fundamental component of communicative competence,
influencing overall language acquisition. This realization prompts a call for further research to
explore additional dimensions of pronunciation instruction, such as suprasegmental features
like intonation and stress, which are equally crucial for effective communication.

In reflecting upon the research process, it becomes clear that the collaboration between
educators and researchers is vital for the continuous improvement of teaching practices. The
insights gained from this study not only contribute to the academic discourse surrounding
language instruction but also serve as a guide for implementing effective educational strategies
in diverse classroom settings. Ultimately, the findings advocate for a holistic approach to
language learning that prioritizes pronunciation as an essential skill, paving the way for
improved communication and academic success for learners.

Based on the conclusions drawn from the study, the researcher recommends several
actions. The school may consider sustaining the use of the iSpeak Material and ensuring that it
is continuously updated to maintain its relevance and alignment with evolving educational
standards and learners' needs. This process could involve integrating feedback from both
teachers and students to further refine the material, addressing any gaps identified in the
acceptability ratings, particularly in terms of comprehensiveness and clarity.

Teachers are encouraged to pursue additional training and professional development
opportunities to enhance their instructional strategies related to pronunciation. Such training
can focus on innovative teaching methods and the effective use of the iSpeak Material, enabling
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educators to better support students in their pronunciation development and implement best
practices in the classroom.

School administrators may implement a systematic approach to monitor and assess
students’ pronunciation progress. Regular formative assessments can provide valuable insights
into learners' development over time and allow for timely interventions when necessary. This
ongoing evaluation process can help track improvements and identify specific areas that require
further focus, ensuring that instruction is responsive to individual learner progress.

Future researchers are encouraged to explore the long-term impact of the iSpeak Material
on learners’ pronunciation skills beyond the current academic year. Longitudinal studies could
offer deeper insights into the sustainability of improvements and inform potential adaptations
of the material for different contexts and age groups. This approach would significantly
contribute to the understanding of effective pronunciation instruction and the role of targeted
materials in language acquisition.
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